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BHT SECRETARY
The Trust is badly in need of a new Secretary. The job will entail minute-taking at the
monthly committee meetings and letter writing. If you feel you could manage this, please
contact our Chairman, Neville Hudson at 76,
Quex View Road, CT7 0DY.
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MEMBERSHIP
We have again added quite a few new members and now
have over 200 fully paid-up members. A special welcome
to our new members who have joined this quarter:
Mrs Marion Yates
Sue Bolley-Smith Mr J. Perry
Mr and Mrs P. Hall June Gilliland Rosemary Stanley
Sylvia Jackson Mr and Mrs Hauxwell David Pocknell
Frances Hull
Mrs Valerie White Bob Burridge
Mr F. Moore Dr. Frank Hansford-Miller Mrs G.M. Lett
Mrs E.A. Stone Martin S. Lett Mrs Edna Harwood
Unfortunately, some old members have not yet renewed. We are sending out newsletters with reminders
inside, in the hope that it has just slipped your mind to
renew. Remember it is still only £5 per person, payable to Bob Hinge, 23, St Mildred’s Avenue, CT7 9LD
or at the next General Meeting on September 30th.

BIRCHINGTON HERITAGE TRUST AGM
This must have been one of the best attended AGMs ever with
nearly 100 people present. Neville Hudson chaired the meeting
and Dot Raven presented the Derek Raven Heritage Award to
Charles Seymour Prosser for his work on the re-development of
the Queen’s Head in Birchington Square.
After the formal business and light refreshments provided by the
Social Committee, members enjoyed Jennie Burgess’s short
illustrated talk on the Windmills of Birchington. This arose from
our current exhibition in the window of Forbuoys showing Griggs
Mill, the Seed Mill and Hudson’s Mill as well as details and
pictures of other windmills in the area. This display will continue
Dot with Charles Seymour Prosser
through the summer so do have a look.

The Post Boxes of Birchington
by Bernard La Roche
Committee member, Bernard La Roche has a confession to make….he belongs to
the Letter Box Study Group of Great Britain. This, to the uninitiated means that
he cannot help walking past a letter box or post box without taking a picture of it.
He even asks his friends to take pictures of them when they are abroad as many
British letter boxes still exist in places like Cyprus and New Zealand. In this
article, he shares some of his fascinating knowledge with us.
We now have
only one last
post-box in
Birchington,
bearing the
VR cypher.
It is to be
found set in
the wall on
the corner of
Alpha Road
and
Epple
Road. Here
the
letters
“V” and “R”
are in plain
letters
set
either side of
the crown.

I happened to be driving down a side road in
Birchington one day when I noticed a freestanding letter box which I thought worthy of
a photograph. I stopped the car and walked
back. Trying to get the letter box in focus, I
noticed a little old lady who hesitated with a
strange look in her eye and seemed to be assessing my sanity. I asked the letter box to
smile, took the photograph politely and told
the little old lady she could now pass. I still see
her in Birchington from time to time and smile.
Every letter box has a cypher on it which tells
us in which reign it was erected. This cypher is
very useful as it can determine the
centre of an old village. The first post
boxes with the cypher “VR” were put
up in Queen Victoria’s reign after the
appearance of the Penny Black in
1840. Before that, there were no stamps, no
postmen and, of course, no letter boxes.
As villages grew in size, more and more letter
boxes were required to meet the needs of the
day. Then the cypher of the current
ruling monarch would appear on the
box. Queen Victoria was followed by
her son, Edward VII with the
letters “E” and “R” ornately
intertwined with a small
“VII” inside and a crown above.
George V retained the crown, but
just had a plain “GR”.
The rarest cypher is that of Edward
VIII whose reign was so very short.
His “E” and “R” stand next to each
other with the number “VIII” in between the two letters. George VI reverted to
more ornate lettering for his post-box cypher,
whereas our present Queen has
adopted a much plainer style.
However, since 1953, boxes made
for Scotland have the
Scottish crown rather
than the Queen’s own
cypher which was felt to be unacceptable to them.
Published by Birchington Heritage Trust:

Bi rchin gt on
also has boxes with the royal cyphers of
Edward VII, George V, George VI and Queen
Elizabeth II. This post-box with the cypher of
Edward VII, seen below, stands outside the
post office in Minnis
Bay.

Bernard asks:
Where in Birchington
can you find letter boxes
with
the
following
cyphers on them:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

VR
E VII R
GVR
G VI R
E II R

Answers in the next
edition or from Bernard.

Members will be sorry to hear that Bernard
has not been too well of late. We all wish him
a speedy recovery and look forward to him
being fit and active again soon.

Editor: Mrs Pat Orpwood 01843 847843

Registered Charity No. 1099250

PICTURES FROM AN EXHIBITION

Pupils from Birchington Primary School
pose with their certificates and prizes

Lynn Catt opens the exhibition with
Dot, Jennie, John, Pat and friend

Pat Orpwood with winning pupils
from King Ethelbert School

THE FLINT COTTAGE ON THE CORNER OF PARK AVENUE
by Jennie Burgess
The photograph of this house shows a building right on
the roadside of the corner of Park Avenue and Canterbury Road. The house was demolished in 1933, when
the latter road was widened. The property began life
as a single storey flint structure. The suggested build
date for it is 17th century, but it was altered in the 18th
century, when an upper storey was added. The gables on this are external, with only an initial stepping
on the lower corners, unlike the more elaborate ‘Dutch’
gabling on numerous properties in and around the
Square. It is difficult to see from the photograph what
the brick bonding is, but it would appear to be more
random than Flemish-bonding, which suggests that
this part is earlier in the 1700’s rather than later.
The long north wall of the house has only a single
The Flint Cottage photographed in the early 1930s
small window at one end of the upper floor. (The rear
wall of Vine Cottage is very similar to this.) The end
gabled wall has no openings at all, the entrance being round on the south side of the house. For all its humble
appearance in its earliest days, it eventually became a property of some size. Because of this, by 1905, it had
been split into two residences. The terrace of cottages that butt up close to the house on the south side, and
known as South End Cottages, were erected soon
after 1895, and are shown on the 1896 map. Because these stood a little way back from the road,
they escaped demolition in 1933 road-widening.
This corner site stands at a cross roads where the
lane from Quex Park to Upper and Lower Gore End
meets the road from St John’s (Margate) to Canterbury. The fact that the house is built right up against
the road, with not even room for a footpath, let alone a
garden in front on either edge, suggests it was an old
site, possibly used from much earlier times than the
present property. The fact that all the lower, older
section of the house was built of flint, suggests it must
have been built at a time when there was a plentiful
supply of flint in the vicinity.
Map showing position of the Flint cottage in 1902

The Secretary of The Birchington Heritage Trust writes
This may well be the last newsletter which I will produce, as I have now resigned from the committee
of The Trust for personal reasons. John and I have invested a good deal of time in The Trust over the
last few years and we intend to remain members and play an active part in its future success.

